
Rhys Pearce-Palmer

Innovation Operations 

Manager

sbarc | spark



Business Innovation 
Centre

Social Science 
Research Park 

Industry engagement 
+ commercialisation

sbarc | spark



òThe whole ethos of sbarc is predicated 

on physical proximity, co-location, and 

connectivity.óé..

2020



Community engagement building. 

Sbarc would be a microcosm of wider 

society. A place for private, public, 3rd 

sector, academia, healthcare and civic 

engagement. An engine for social and 

economic innovation and wellbeing!

BUTéit was just an empty building with a 

funky staircaseé

2022 - launch



2026

17 Academic Centres

29 Business Tenants

18 Research partners

+

Staff

Student start-ups

(c900 people)



What we learned

Be there 

Say yes

Good governance

Clear message




