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A LITTLE 
BIT ABOUT 
ME

Gemma Carpenter

Marketing & Partnership Manager

University of Strathclyde / Glasgow City 

Innovation District 

Vice-chair of the UK Innovation District 

Group
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GLASGOW,
SCOTLAND

Scotland's largest city is bursting 

with energy, passion

and personality.

• World-class museums and galleries

• Cutting edge contemporary arts scene

• Trail-blazing food and drink

• Stunning architecture

• UNESCO City of Music

• Diverse neighbourhoods to explore

• Scotland’s economic powerhouse
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• There are over 950 startups and scaleups in Glasgow.

• Leading academic institutions have continued to support 

innovation, with nearly 30% of the total enterprise value 

coming from regional university spinouts.

• Early-stage investment is on the rise with breakout stage 

in particular at an all-time high of £99M, up 50% from 

2022.

• The HealthTech sector drew more than 50% of all 

investment through 2023 highlighting the importance of 

med-tech to the city region.

Glasgow’s regional ecosystem is 

currently one of the fastest growing in 

the UK and now represents a 

collective enterprise value of £4.1B.

*Dealroom.co industry report

GLASGOW’S
TECH  
ECOSYSTEM

https://dealroom.co/reports/glasgow-tech-ecosystem-2024
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Scotland’s global hub for entrepreneurship, 

innovation, collaboration and investment. Anchored by 

the University of Strathclyde and located in the heart 

of the city.  

GCID is Scotland’s first Innovation District and is 

home to innovative companies and organisations, who 

locate here to nurture and accelerate inclusive growth, 

improve productivity and develop world-class talent, 

research and technology within a vibrant ‘live, work, 

play, innovate’ environment.

GLASGOW CITY 
INNOVATION 
DISTRICT
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GCID INNOVATION ECOSYSTEM

National and 

Regional Support

Accelerators & 

Incubators

Ecosystem and 

Meetup Builders

Innovation Hubs

UK Catapults

Technology Institutes

Innovation Districts
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Since GCID’s creation, there has been a significant 

growth in attracting inward investment, development 

of the city’s innovation ecosystem and scaling 

company formation. 

GCID’s contribution has had a direct impact on the 

growth of Glasgow’s innovation economy which has 

been quantified through the most recent Dealroom 

report which states that Glasgow’s tech ecosystem is 

one of the fastest growing in the United Kingdom, with 

a collective enterprise value of over £4 billion. 

Our Strategic Plan provides the overarching strategic 

framework for the next five years of GCID activity.

STRATEGIC PLAN 
2025-2030
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OUR VISION, MISSION & GOALS
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GOAL 1: INNOVATION, 
ENTERPRISE & INVESTMENT
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GOAL 2: ECOSYSTEM 
DEVELOPMENT & INDUSTRY 
ENGAGEMENT



G
L

A
S

G
O

W
 C

I
T

Y
 IN

N
O

V
A

T
I

O
N

 D
I

S
T

R
I

C
T

GOAL 3: INFRASTRUCTURE 
&PLACEMAKING
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GOAL 4: CITY, REGIONAL, 
NATIONAL & GLOBAL 
PARTNERSHIPS
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GOAL 5: TALENT, SKILLS & 
LEARNING DEVELOPMENT
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OUR PRINCIPLES
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GCID 
VENTURE 
STUDIO
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GLASGOW 
TECH WEEK
During the second Glasgow Tech Week in 2025 more than 40 

events were held across the city from 26 to 31 May with over 

3,000 attendees, bringing together innovators, industry leaders, 

founders, investors, researchers and freelancers from across 

the UK and beyond and provided the latest insights, 

innovations, and strategic discussions that are shaping the 

future of our critical industries.

Glasgow City Innovation District partnered with more than 80 

innovation ecosystem partners hosted a wide range of 

activities, including techUK, BAFTA, Shepherd and 

Wedderburn, NHS Scotland, IBM, Accenture, JPMorganChase, 

Barclays, and KPMG. During Glasgow Tech Week there was a 

wide variety on offer, from cutting-edge demos and panel 

discussions to networking receptions and skills workshops, 

bringing the city alive with ideas, energy and opportunity. 
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FUSION 
FEST
Fusion Fest is an award-winning event where attendees have 

the opportunity to connect with peers, learn from others and 

network to make valuable connections.

The headline event of Glasgow Tech Week, Fusion Fest is a 

celebration of tech, digital creativity and innovation. 

The event is packed with inspiring keynotes, insightful panels 

and genuine networking opportunities to support business 

development and to take careers to the next level. 

Ticket sales from the event are utilised to support the Fusion 

Fund which will launch later this month to support grassroot 

organisations through micro grants. 
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PLACE 
INVESTMENT  
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MAKING CONNECTIONS
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GLASGOW 
CITY
INNOVATION
DISTRICT
SCOTLAND’S FIRST
INNOVATION DISTRICT
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