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A bald bloke with a short beard and a
strange whining accent, but also:

Why should you listen to MIKE DOCKERY?

ÅChairman of the BSI Lab Technical Committee

LBI/18, nominated by the IMechE.

ÅUK delegation lead to CEN TC332 WG4for

the new European fume cupboard standard.

ÅChairman of the UK R&D Facilities Consortium

team investigating new lab design concepts.

ÅTechnical adviser to S-Lab, the

new UK equivalent to LABS21.

http://www.labs21century.gov/index.htm
http://www.labs21century.gov/index.htm
http://www.labs21century.gov/index.htm
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A scientific truth does not triumph by 

convincing its opponents and making 

them see the light, but rather because 

its opponents eventually die and a new 

generation grows up that is familiar 

with it. 

Max Planck
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Lab Design ~ 

Flexibility or Adaptability?
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Lab Design Flexibility/Adaptability Definitions:

Flexibility = Spending too much at the front 

end to achieve a universal capability that 

may never be needed.

Adaptability = óSmartô design to allow for 

future possibilities and to avoid being 

ópainted into a cornerô (the results should be 

achievable at a lower cost than traditional 

design concepts).
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Flexibility and Adaptability
(a green definition)

ñédesigning a product (a lab) so that 

it can be disassembled at the end of 

its useful life and the components re-

used or recycled.ò
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The furniture in my lounge.

All rigidly/immovably fixed in position.



Mike Dockery: UK Lab Design ~ Flexible, Adaptable, SustainableSUi GENERiS
Limited

The Status Quo ~
óTraditionalô, relatively-fixed benchwork on plinths
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A óStandardô Approach?
Low reagent shelves also used for services distribution.




